
 

 
 
The 68th Emmy® Awards Governors Ball 
 
Emmy Viewing Party Entertaining Ideas: 
From the pros behind the Emmy Awards Governors Ball, included are tips and tricks to 
throwing a creative, festive Emmy viewing party at home, keying off the lush theme of 
this year’s event: Nature’s Elegance: 

• Official Governors Ball Menu Recipes created by Joachim Splichal, Master 
Chef and Founder of the award-winning Patina Restaurant Group.  A culinary 
industry icon, cookbook author, and revered restaurateur, Splichal provides a 
behind-the-scenes look at what it takes to satisfy the stars at the largest, annual 
formal seated dinner in North America  

• Party and décor ideas inspired by the Governors Ball from Cheryl 
Cecchetto of Sequoia Productions.  Author of Passion To Create: Your Invitation 
to Celebrate and veteran producer of the Emmy and Oscars Governors Ball, 
Cheryl offers fun ways to create a red carpet celebration at home 

 
Secrets Behind The World’s Largest Awards Celebration: 
In 2016, the Emmys celebration will set a new record with three separate balls over 
back-to-back weekends! In addition to throwing the nation’s largest formal sit-down 
dinner for 3,800 entertainment industry luminaries at the Emmys Governors Ball on 
Sunday, September 18, the Television Academy will host a pair of Creative Arts Balls on 
Saturday, September 10 and Sunday, September 11. In response to the explosive 
growth in television, the Television Academy is expanding the Creative Arts Emmy 
Awards ceremony to two consecutive nights – each with its own ball!  In total, some 
7,400 guests will be wined and dined in magnificent style in the trio of gala events. 
 
With the celebratory bar being raised higher than ever, the Television Academy 
Governors Ball Committee has entrusted Patina Catering, Sterling Vineyards, and 
Sequoia Productions with the essential elements for the Governors Ball and Creative 
Arts Balls: FOOD, WINE & DÉCOR, which are highlighted below. 
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• PATINA CATERING 

o Emmy Menu: This September, Patina Catering returns as the official 
caterer of the Emmy Awards Governors Ball for the 21st year. Promising 
to present an elegant, ingredient-driven dinner, the elite catering team has 
worked closely with local foragers and farmers for nearly a year to develop 
a from-the-earth menu that celebrates the agricultural bounty of the late 
summer season. Drawing inspiration from the rustic, organic ambience of 
this year’s ball, Master Chef and Founder Joachim Splichal, Executive 
Chef of Culinary Gregg Wiele, and Executive Pastry Chef Frania Mendivil 
have delicately crafted a three-course menu that allow the natural flavors 
of each ingredient to shine, while still demonstrating their extraordinary 
culinary talent, flawless technique, and stunning, innovative presentation.  

 
o Photos (credit: Matt Sayles/Invision for the Television Academy) 

§ Photos of the ball’s three-course meal, individual dishes and 
Sterling wines (see details below) can be viewed and downloaded 
at emmys.com/GovernorsBall.  

 
o Video: Witness the culinary magic required to create the nation’s largest 

formal sit-down dinner in this time-lapse video from the 2015 Governors 
Ball https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-C7DQQn3lA 

 
o Interview Opportunity: Founder and Chef Joachim Splichal, Executive 

Chef of Culinary Gregg Wiele, and Executive Pastry Chef Frania Mendivil 
can discuss the process of creating the menu, the interesting ingredients 
they will be sourcing for it and the techniques involved with preparing an 
elegant sit-down dinner for 3,800.  

 
• STERLING VINEYARDS – Official Wine Sponsor of the 68th Emmy Awards 

o For the first time ever, guests at the Governors Ball will toast and dine with 
super premium wines from Sterling Vineyards. 	

	
o Sterling Vineyards was founded in 1964 by Sir Peter Newton, a British 

Knight and Oxford scholar. With a fondness for Bordeaux varietals, Sir 
Newton realized the potential in Calistoga for growing excellent merlot and 
bottled the first single varietal merlot in 1969.  Sterling Vineyards quickly 
put Napa on the map for creating top quality wines. Today, Sterling is one 
of the most visited wineries in Napa Valley and one of the largest 
landowners in Napa, which provides immense opportunity for crafting 
world-class wines. 	
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o At a special tasting of the gala’s three-course meal, the Governors Ball 

Committee has selected the following Sterling Vineyards wines to be 
served: 	

§ 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley shows a full-bodied 
ripeness with deep purple color, followed by heady black cherry, 
boysenberry and sage.  (tables, bars, tray pass) 

§ 2014 Sauvignon Blanc displays the elegance of its pedigree with a 
wine that is refreshing, bright and balanced offering white peach, 
crisp pear and citrus. (tables, bars, tray pass) 

§ 2012 Platinum Cabernet Sauvignon delivers dense, dark 
elegance with serious poise. Blackberry, cassis and graphite merge 
with layers of caramel, roasted hazelnuts and black pepper. 
(Winner’s Circle) 

§ 2013 Chardonnay, Napa Valley flaunts rich, golden character with 
ripe fruit and fragrant oak spices. (bars) 

 
o Interview Opportunity: Mari Coyle, Sterling Vineyards Winemaker, can 

discuss the flavor profiles of this year’s wine selections and how they 
complement the gala dinner menu. 

 
• SEQUOIA PRODUCTIONS 

o For 19 years, Cheryl Cecchetto and her team have produced the Emmys 
Governors Ball and Creative Arts Ball.  As soon as each year’s Governors 
Ball is complete, development begins on a new and original theme that will 
transform the cavernous West Hall of the LA Convention Center into an 
unforgettable celebratory venue. Notable themes have included 
“Kaleidoscope of Color,” “Starry, Starry Night,” “Mod Illusions,” and 
“Reigning with Radiance.” 

 
o 2016 Theme – “Nature’s Elegance”: From the moment they enter the 

Governors Ball, guests will be surrounded and mesmerized by a nighttime 
garden designed to transform and delight the senses. Inspired both by the 
beauty of old world gardens and the natural grandeur of the California 
landscape, signature elements include suspended canopies of cascading 
lilac, wisteria and ivy; a winding central pathway bordered by lush plants 
and grasses; rustic walls draped with foliage; and flickering “firefly” lighting 
illuminating the room. 

  
o Interview Opportunity: Cheryl Cecchetto is available to discuss the 

challenge of bringing this year’s Ball to life – times three! 
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Contact: 
Roberta Silverman 
breakwhitelight for the Television Academy 
roberta@breakwhitelight.com 
818-849-6347 


